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RALLY SPEECH BY MR WONG KAN SENG, PAP CANDIDATE
FOR BISHAN-TOA PAYOH GRC ON 5 MAY 2011 AT TOA
PAYOH STADIUM

* Good evening Singaporeans! Thank you for joining us.

* [ will talk about three topics — some National issues, PAP’s plans for
the Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC, and Voting for your future.

* [ will also speak in English and Chinese.

PART 1 — NATIONAL MATTERS

The Opposition failed to address the most important issue

* Over the past eight days, we heard the SPP and other Opposition
parties say many things to get your vote.

* They want to be an alternative voice in Parliament.

o With the enhanced NCMP scheme, there will be at least nine
Opposition voices in Parliament, if fewer than nine Opposition
candidates are elected

* The Opposition also wants to hold the government accountable.
o The PAP Government is always accountable to the people.

o The Government is not perfect but it learns from mistakes,
takes actions and improves its policies.

o Every five years, the PAP seeks to renew the mandate from
Singaporeans. That is the real test of accountability.

o People will not re-elect the PAP if they are not satisfied with
our performance.

* But we have not heard the Opposition nor the SPP talk about the
most important matter — how will they improve your lives?

o The SPP say they will adopt PAP’s plans if they are elected.
But can they deliver?

o The SPP team was put together less than two months ago, just
to contest this GE.

o One SPP candidate said, “We are only in the beginning stage of
the election. When the election is over and we are properly set
up, we will produce all the ideas.”
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o That is not saying much. In other words, they have no idea
what to do for you!

* The PAP has delivered its previous promises and plans. Our PAP
teams have announced the coming five year plans. We will
implement them with your support.

Vote wisely
* Singaporeans are excited to vote.

o I hear that when I visited markets, hawker centers,
neighborhood malls, homes and residents.

o This is also the first time that residents of Bishan-Toa Payoh
GRC have a chance to vote after 20 years.

o Itis good that voters have a choice. We will respect their
decision.

* There is no right or wrong way to vote. Everyone decides what the
vote means for themselves.

o Based on party and its ideals.
o Based on the teams’ plans.
o Or based on teams and personalities.
* But there can be a wise or dangerous way to vote.

o The wise way is to vote the team that can best take care of you
and secure your future, whether PAP or the Opposition. It is the
most straightforward way.

o The dangerous way is to vote for Opposition, thinking others
will vote for PAP and keep it in power. That is what the
Opposition wants you to think, to “ban jang” them.

o But if everyone thinks that way, you may wake up on 8 May
with a government that you don’t want.

o Ibelieve you can choose wisely to secure our future together.

Singapore needs strong leadership to weather future storms
* Enough about Opposition.

o This election is about YOU, Singaporeans, and Singapore’s
future.
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o Later in my speech, I will share with you what lies ahead and
what plans we have for all Singaporeans.

« Singapore has done well in the last forty years.
o Many call Singapore a miracle.

o Generations of Singaporeans have contributed and made
sacrifices to make this possible.

o Our younger generations too are doing the same.

o [ thank all Singaporeans for working with the Government and
making what Singapore is today.

» [ am optimistic about Singapore’s future.
o Singaporeans have shown that we can prevail against all odds.

o The Government will do what is needed, so that our next
generation will continue to enjoy the same prosperity and peace
that we inherited from those who built the foundation.

* But we must not let our past progress lull us into complacency.
There are storm clouds in the horizon.

o Growth economies like China and India are buying up
almost everything in the world. Many countries are losing
businesses, talent and jobs to these regions.

o Developed economies, like US and Europe, are suffering
from chronic unemployment and severe budget deficit. They
are printing money to stimulate growth but the problems are
far from resolved. Some like Greece, Ireland and now
Portugal have to be bailed out.

o The unrest in Middle East is driving up oil prices.

o These are driving up costs and inflation everywhere
including Singapore.

o At the same time, terrorism is still a serious threat even when
Osama Bin Laden 1s dead.

o There are many more “Osamas” around.
*  What does this mean for Singapore?
o We are a small country, and are an open economy.

o We are affected by global trends and events, like the unrest
in Middle East and natural disasters elsewhere in the world.
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o No one knows what events will surprise us in 5 years, 10
years.

* But, we are better placed than many countries to weather the storm
but we need a strong team to support Singaporeans through the
journey.

o The PAP is a tried and tested team that has steered Singapore
through previous storms.

[Anecdote — Global Financial Crisis]

o Let me give you tell you a story. Three days’ ago, my friend,
Andy (not his real name), related to me his experience
during the global financial crisis.

= In Dec 2008, after Lehman declared bankruptcy, a
CEO told Andy that the priority was to protect the
company as the world economy was at the edge of the
cliff.

= The CEO then produced a long list of staff to be
retrenched, including some in the senior core team. He
had to cut staff to save cost. This was the fastest way
to cut losses.

» Qutside the office, the company staff were preparing
for the holiday season, unaware of the company’s
plans to retrench them.

= When Andy returned to office, he found that all his
colleagues had similar meetings with many other
business leaders.

= Andy felt depressed by this sobering experience. He
could not sleep well for a while.

o Many Singaporeans were at the brink of losing their jobs
without knowing it.

o Even those who were employed were worried about losing
their jobs.

o In Jan 2009, the Government announced the Resilience
Package in our annual Budget statement.

» We launched the S$4.5b Jobs Credit Scheme. Grants
were given to employers for every Singaporean
employee kept on the payroll.
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= Companies shelved their retrenchment plans, and
many Singaporeans continued working. They had no
idea how close they were to losing their rice-bowl.

= Many jobs were saved.

* Unemployment remained low. Our economy
rebounded, stronger than before in 2010.

o Today, many countries are still struggling to recover from
the crisis.

= The crisis exposed the flaws in their economies such
as poor regulation and fiscal laxness.

o How did Singapore survive the global financial crisis so well?

= First, Singapore built up savings through the years of
surplus. We were able to dip into our piggy bank to
fund the Resilience Package. We did not need to
borrow.

= Second, the Government thought out of the box and
acted decisively. Had there been no Resilience
Package, jobs would have been lost, and the Lunar
New Year 2009 would have been a gloomy one.

o Strong leadership and long term focus remain crucial to
Singapore’s future survival and progress, more than ever
before.

o We cannot be complacent. G\l 54 » IE5¢—K. Who can
say when the next major crisis may come.

* Singaporeans are worried about cost of living and housing prices.

¢ The Government understands and shares these concerns. We are
taking steps to address them.

o To buffer the impact of rising cost, the government has
introduced the Grow and Share package.

o The Government will also continue to build more new flats
and enhance the value.

o This requires good economic growth.

o To sustain better living standards and address the issue of
cost of living, we will continue to invest in education,
upgrade our workers’ skills, and help them earn more.
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o Most of all, we must continue to make Singapore
competitive and attractive to businesses and investments.

* Singaporeans are also worried about having so many foreigners.
o The Government understands the concerns.
o We have cut the number of new PRs in the last two years.
o We are managing the inflow of foreign workers.

o Because of the low TFR, we also need them to add to the
critical mass of skilled labour so that we can attract
businesses and investments.

o But YOU, Singaporeans, come first.

o Over the years, we have sharpened the distinction between
Singaporeans and foreigners.

= Only Singaporeans get subsidies in healthcare, social
assistance schemes, and are eligible to buy new HDB
flats.

* Only Singaporeans get the Grow and Share Package.
= We will continue to take good care of you.

* The PAP has plans and policies to help Singapore navigate these
challenges ahead.

o A strong, effective government is the insurance against the
challenges in the world.

o The PAP has been a trustworthy steward for our people
through the last five decades.

o We remain committed to serve Singaporeans for the coming
five years.
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PART 2 — PAP’S PLANS FOR BISHAN-TOA PAYOH GRC

My PAP team has concrete plans to improve the lives of Bishan-Toa
Payoh residents

* My team and I are committed to improving the lives and welfare of
Bishan-Toa Payoh residents.

* This is captured in our manifesto — Beautiful Homes, Caring
Community. Mayor Zainudin will talk about this later.

* Engendering a Caring Community is particularly important to me
and my colleagues.

¢ It is how we make a difference in each other’s lives. This is what
we have been doing all along.

Choose the team that can serve you best

* Throughout the campaign, many residents and media asked me
what I thought of Mr Chiam See Tong and his team.

o The SPP has said a lot to attack the PAP and my team.

o But I still told everyone that I do not wish to comment on
individuals. It is not for us but for voters to assess them and
what they say.

o Mr Chiam’s decision to lead a team contest Bishan-To
Payoh is welcomed.

o It gives our residents a choice.

o Ultimately, our residents will vote in the better team to take
care of them and their constituency.

* We ask you to assess and decide which team — whether the PAP or
SPP — can better serve your needs and look after your estates.
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* There are three areas that we are stronger.
o First, we have a proven and strong track record.

= The SPP team has one veteran politician. The rest
surfaced to contest barely 2 months ago.

* Do our residents know them?

*  What they stand for?

* What they can do for our residents?

* [ don’t think you know much of them.

o The PAP team delivered what we have promised in the past,
even when the opposition did not contest in the GRC.

= We have served generations of residents.

= Now I would like to tell you a second story.

[Anecdote — Helping residents through generations]

= Two weeks ago, I received an email from a Toa Payoh
resident. Let’s call her Irene [not her real name]. Irene
reminded me that:

* 24 years ago, when she was four years old, |
helped her Malaysian mother get a visa to stay
in Singapore after the parents divorced.

* [ helped them get a rental flat in Toa Payoh and
they stayed here for many years.

* Five years ago, Irene’s mother obtained
Singapore PR after I appealed for her.

* Four years ago, I helped Irene in another
personnel matter.

* Now, Irene is happily married and moved to a
new flat in Toa Payoh. She wrote to remind me
of what I did for her mother and her.

* She wanted to express her appreciation.

» This is what serving residents is about — improving
their lives.

= All our PAP candidates have been helping residents in
this quiet, low key manner, through the MPS and other
ways.
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o Second, our team is experienced.

= We have run Bishan-Toa Payoh Town Council for
more than 20 years.

* The SPP team was only formed two months ago.

* Mr Chiam has experience in running a small
Potong Pasir Town Council.

*  You can compare the performance between his
town council and our town council.

o Three, we have a concrete 5-year plan to improve our GRC
=  Qur plan is built on our track record.
=  What do they have?

= They want to you to vote them in, before they decide
what they will do for you. They want a blank check.

PART III — SECURING YOUR FUTURE — VOTE PAP
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You will cast your vote this Saturday. I hope you can think of
“One-Two-Three” when you do.

One: We have One Future together
o Don’t take chances with your future.

o Singapore has done well only because of strong
government, sound policies and good support of our
people.

o With your mandate, the PAP Government will be able to
implement long term policies for Singapore’s future.

o With your support, the PAP will continue to serve you
and improve your lives.

Two: The PAP team for Bishan-Toa Payoh has Two Promises to
our residents

12
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o Beautiful homes.

o And a Caring community.

o We will deliver our promises.

e Three: the PAP team is the better team for the residents of Bishan-
Toa Payoh for Three Reasons

o Track record
o Experience team that you know well.
o Concrete plans

* Dr Ng Eng Hen, Mayor Zainudin, Hri Kumar, Josephine Teo and I,
stand before you today.

* We offer ourselves to serve you the residents of Bishan-Toa Payoh
once again.

* We believe we are the better team that can look after you and your
family, now and in the future.

*  With your support, we will continue to serve you.

* Vote for PAP and secure your future!
o WCESHTH, #PAP, BEARATE 2.
o U
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